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Cover Photograph ς  ©PCSA - BRS ς B288 14-10-1954.  
 
October 14th 1954 ς Portsmouth & Southsea Station (Low Level) Platform 5. 
.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ .Ǌƛǘŀƛƴ /ƭŀǎǎ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ bƻΦоплуу Ψнмо {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩ ǿƛǘƘ tǳƭƭƳŀƴ ŎŀǊǎ MINERVA, ORION, PHOENIX 
ARIES & ISLE OF THANET. !ǿŀƛǘǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ  ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜȅƛƴg  
His Imperial Majesty Haile Salassie the Emperor of Ethiopia on his State visit to England.   
 
Editorial: 
 
Welcome to Coupé News No: 84.  
This is your free newsletter of Pullman related news and material.  
 
My thanks to those readers who have supplied articles and images for inclusion within this edition. 
 
All I ask of you for the time I spend in production is for you to forward on, either by e-mail or printing 
a copy, to any one you may know who will also be interested in reading about matters Pullman. 
 
Changing your Email address, or wish to be removed from the mailing list, then Email to the editorial 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀǎ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘΦ   
Also some readers do not receive copies as published for one reason or another, I do get bounce 
backs advising that an e-mail address no longer exists or the mail box full. If by the 5th of each month 
your copy fails to arrive, please Email the editorial address and I will forward to you the missing 
edition. 
 
The views and articles within this publication are not necessarily those of the editor. 
 
Information Required: 
 
I will welcome any information on the Pullman car located on your local preserved railway or in use 
as a static Restaurant, for inclusion within your Coupé News and the Pullman Car Services Archive. 
 
Information is for sharing - ƴƻǘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŘǳǎǘΧΦΦ 
  
If you have any material for inclusion in No.85, please forward by February 25th 2010. 

 
Coupé News No.85 will be published on March 1st 2010. 

 
Editorial Address: 
 
Terry Bye 
Pullman Car Services 
Email: pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
Coupé News editions 1 to 83 and all Special Editions can be sourced at: -  
 
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html 
 
 
 
 

mailto:pullmancarservices@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.semgonline.com/coach/coupe/index.html


Coupé News ς No. 84 ς February 2010 - Page 3 of 28 

 

We remember the Pullman car that was allocated the same schedule number as this edition of 
Coupé News.  
 
Original Name:  CAR No.7. 
Type of Car:   Kitchen Third. 
Into Service:   1917.  
Original Builder:  Pullman Longhedge Works. 
Pre 1960 Schedule No: 84. 
Post 1960 Schedule No: 71.   
Tare:   40t. 
Seats:    52.  
Bogies:   2 x 6 wheels. 
 
Built during the First World War.  
Originally started in 1914 for Caledonian Railway and finished for the London Brighton & South Coast 
Railway Lot 3237. 
 
1933 December. Seating reduced to 47. 
 
1940 May 6th.   Supply Car - Counters put into each section and seating taken-out. 
 
1951 May.  Preston Park Works rebuilt and body plated.  
 
1961.   Withdrawn. 
 
1961. Converted to Pullman Camping Coach & allocated Southern Region identity 

of P56. 
 
1961-62. Allocated to Littleham. 
 
1963-67. Allocated to Birchington. 
 
1967.   Withdrawn from Camping Coach Service and eventually broken-up. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Coupé News - Passengers Reservations List. 

 
254 x Regular First Class Passengers. 

 
3 x Web Sites - Passenger Numbers Unknown. 

 
Welcome aboard to the following joining passengers: ς 

    
J.Griffin, T.Teague. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  



Coupé News ς No. 84 ς February 2010 - Page 4 of 28 

 

Free Internet Newsletters, Magazines & Web Sites: 
 
MRE Mag. 
 
Model Railway Express - Britain's leading FREE online magazine for railway modelers with thrice 
weekly news and readers' discussion.  Also, model and book reviews, classified ads, etc. Over 1,000 
readers and published every Monday, Wednesday & Friday by Pat Hammond.   
Visit  www.mremag.com for further detail and information. 
 
RAILDATE. 
 
The weekly newsletter produced and also published by Howard Sprenger of the Hursley Park Model 
Railway Society every Friday covering general railway subjects with links to sites for further 
information visit: - 
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/ 
Where you can sign up to access the weekly newsletter. 
 
RAILWAY HERALD. 
 
Railway Herald is a colour magazine that covers todayΩǎ Ǌŀƛƭǿŀȅ scene in the UK. 
Please note this magazine has been updated into a new format, I recommend if you have yet to view this 
magazine you do so now. 
Visit www.railwayherald.co.uk for further detail and information. 
 
PULLMAN RELATED WEB-SITES. 
 

BritPull                                                                                                                                                                               

Pullmans in Britain. An opportunity to discuss all aspects of Pullman vehicles and their workings in 

Britain. 

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/ 
 
blue_pullman. 
A group for anyone interested in the British Rail Blue Pullman sets which operated between London and 
Manchester / Birmingham / South Wales. 
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/ 
 
PullmanCompanyResearchers. 

A friendly discussion group for anyone with a genealogical or historical interest in the Pullman 

Company and their ancestors who were associated with it. Includes Pullman Company, Pullman Car 

Works, Pullman Palace Car Company, Pullman porters etc. and the town of Pullman near Chicago 

built for Pullman employees. 

http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/ 
 
The International Railway Preservation Society. 
 
άThe International Railway Preservation SocietyέΦ The Society is based on the Nene Valley Railway, 
which has two CIWL cars. 
 
www.irps-wl.org.uk 
 

http://www.mremag.com/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/RAILDATE/
http://www.railwayherald.co.uk/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/BritPull/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/blue_pullman/
http://finance.groups.yahoo.com/group/PullmanCompanyResearchers/
http://www.irps-wl.org.uk/
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Look Back At Pullman: 
 
1920 ς February - 90 Years Ago: 
 

Mr E J Morris commences service with the Pullman Car Company as Assistant 
Secretary.  
(Source: PCSA). 

 
 
1930 ς February - 80 Years Ago: 
 
  Clayton Wagons Limited at Lincoln close ending Pullman car construction. 

(Source: PCSA). 
 
 
1965 ς February ς 45 Years Ago: 
 
  An increase in Southern Region Pullman Supplement charges. 
  The Brighton Line @ 2 shillings and sixpence. 
  The Bournemouth Belle @ eight shillings. 
  This is the first increase on the Southern Region since 1959. 
  Other regions of British Rail increased charges in 1964. 
  (Source: Railway Magazine March 1965). 
  
   
1975 ς February - 35 Years Ago: 
 

Ex-Blue Pullman power and saloon cars noted within Cohens scrap yard Morriston 
near Swansea. 
(Source: Railway Magazine April 1975). 
 

 

  1985 ς February - 25Years Ago: 
  
February 2nd. bƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .w aƪн άaŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ tǳƭƭƳŀƴέ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ IŜǊǘŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜ wŀƛƭǘƻǳǊǎ  /ƘŀǊǘŜǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴŀƳŜŘ άDǊŜŀǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ tǳƭƭƳŀƴέΦ 
 (Source: Modern Railway Profile May 1985). 
 

February. BR Mk1 Pullmaƴ /ŀǊ ά{²LC¢έ YƛǘŎƘŜƴκCƛǊǎǘ arrives at the Northampton Steam 
Railway from Stamford. 
(Source: Railway World April 1985). 

  
 
1990 ς February - 15Years Ago: 
  
February 25th. Visit to Stewarts Lane by the Inter City Railway Society, noted the following Pullman 

cars GWEN, S286, AUDREY, IBIS, LUCILLE, PHEONIX, ZENA, MINERVA, IONE, PRINIA & 
EVE. Also noted Baggage Cars No.7, 8 & 9. 
(Source: Inter City Railway Society). 
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Pullman Preservation News. 
 
The Swanage Railway ς Stephen Doughty. 
 
BR Mk1 Pullman Second Parlour CAR No.347. 
 
 

 
©T.Bye/PCSA  - June 30th 2007 ς CAR No.347 awaits passengers for the evening Wessex Belle. 

 
 
CAR No.347 after some years of operation on the Swanage Railway has been sold to West Coast 
Railways at Carnforth, Lancashire. The car was moved by road during January. 
With the imminent return of the SO (Open Standard) from overhaul at Butterley, the Pullman was 
felt to be surplus to requirements and, being designed for the East Coast Main Line Pullman 
operations c1960/1. 
The cars retention could not be justified on heritage grounds, also Swanage Station is also critically 
short of siding space, where the ΨWessex BelleΩ needs to be stabled.  
(The original Swanage station yard and sidings area, following the track removal prior to and after 
closure, the land was sold and the area today is a Bus park and supermarket area.  
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 Pullman Observation CAR No.14. 
 
 

 
©Robert Taylor - CAR No.14 at Corfe Station on Trial Running on Friday June 27th 2008. 

 
 
 CAR No.14 has suffered from some leaks, and has been withdrawn from service. 
The car has been covered up to protect it from the worst of the winter weather.  
CAR No.14 really needs to be under covered accommodation, and would benefit greatly from winter 
storage in the proposed carriage shed at Herston". 
  
 
 

 
 

Visit the Swanage Railway Web Site http://www.swanagerailway.co.uk/news.htm 

  
 
 
 
 

http://www.swanagerailway.co.uk/news.htm
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Bluebell Railway ς Pullman Kitchen First FINGALL - David Jones. 
 
 

 
©David Jones ς Pullman Car FINGALL on Saturday January 23rd 2010. 

 
The only winter maintenance that is happening on the Pullmans at the Bluebell Railway, is with Car 
'FINGALL'. 
The car is having a comprehensive repaint, mainly on the west side.  
The side of the car has been stripped down to bare metal, as shown in the photograph above. 
The repainting will commence over the next few weeks and will be the last major repaint for some 
Time. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Visit the Bluebell Railway Web Site http://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/ 
 

 

http://www.bluebell-railway.co.uk/
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Bluebell Railway - Operation Undercover (Phase 3) ς Sheffield Park ς David Jones.  

 
 

 
©David Jones ς Sheffield Park ς Platform 2 and the Woodpax site on Saturday January 23rd 2010.. 

 

In 2003 the purchase of part of the former Woodpax site at Sheffield Park was completed for an 
estimated £300,000, money which was raised by an appeal during the first few months of that year.  

The Woodpax site forms the basis for Phase 3 of Operation Undercover, which will provide covered 
accommodation for up to 17 carriages, a new museum building, a new loco washout pit, and the 
repair and reconstruction of the platform buildings and canopy and provision of toilets on platform 2 
at Sheffield Park.  

The long awaited construction of the undercover building on the Woodpax site has just started with 
the demolition of the old original station building on platform 2, much of which will be re-used as the 
facade in the new museum/ storage building.  
This will house the Bluebell Pullman set under cover for the first time.  
The photograph above shows the station building being dismantled. 
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MAID OF KENT (Ex-FORMOSA) ς tŀǘ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊΦ 
  
Thanks to Coupè News, two pieces of ΨCrieze RailΩ lost from MAID OF KENT when sold out of BR 
service circa 1984 have now been re-united with the car. 
These have generously been donated to the restoration project by Martin Allen who has looked after 
them for all these years.  
Martin saw the December issue of Coupè News which included an article on the renovation of  
MAID OF KENT and knew the lost pieces would help the project along. 
  
Pullman aficionados will know that in the process of converting 60 of the older Pullman cars to 
camping coaches, bedrooms had to be created within each car. 
For MAID OF KENT and her sister vehicles, this included building a corridor for the length of 
the saloon next to the coupe compartment and a shorter corridor and bedroom in the saloon next to 
the kitchen, the remainder of the saloon being used as a living room/dining with seating. 
Unfortunately, creation of these corridors meant cutting out part of the marquetry frieze to build the 
necessary partitions.  
Years later, in use as an office at King's Lynn station, all of these partitions were removed and the 
saloons opened up as one area.  
Photos in the NRM show all the frieze rail in place albeit cut about for the now removed partitions.  
  

 
©tŀǘ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ - The photograph above shows the missing piece in place over the door against the 
partition next to the coupe. 
 
By the time MAID OF KENT passed to my custody, more of the frieze rail was missing specifically 
across the division between the two main saloons and in the coupe.  
But now thanks to Martin, some of it has returned.  
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©tŀǘ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ - The photograph above shows the frieze against what would have been the 
opposite partition of the same saloon. 
 

 
                                             ©Martin Allen ς August 31st 1982 Kings Lynn Station. 
 


