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From Paddington to Brighton

By H. A. VALLANCE

LTHOUGH local connecting ser-
vices between the railways on
the north and south of the Thames

1 established on the West London
;gleway in 1863, it was not until the
early years of the present century that
any attempt was made to develop
regular long-distance passenger services
by this route. In the summer of 1904,
hawever, the London & North Western,
and the London Brighton & South Coast
KRailways introduced through coaches
between Liverpool and Brighton and
Kastbourne, via Willesden Junction and

proved popular, and speedily developed
inte the well-known " Sunny South
Special," with through portions frem
Liverpool, Manchester, and Birmingham.

In the summer of 1905, the LN.W.R.,
and the Midland Railway combined with
the Londen & Seuth Western Railway,
and the South Easternm & Chatham
Railway, to provide through services
between the North and Midlands and the
South Coast. The L.N.W.R. services
ran via the West London Railway te
Clapham Junction (for the L.5W.R.)
and Herne Hill (for the 5. E.C.R)), and

¢lapham Junction. The innovation the Midland service to the S.E.C.R.
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Principal cross-London railways in 1906
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THROUGH TRAIN

BETWEEN

BRIGHTON and PADDINGTON.

Commencing on Monday, July Ind, a THROUGH TRAIN will be
run between BRIGHTON and PADDINGTON, at the undermentioned
times, giving connections 1o and from Hove, Worthing, Eastbourne,
Hastings, &c.:—
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For furiher informasion e to the Traln Service, see page 3 of the Penny Time Book for July.
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The G.W.R. working notice for the introduction of the
through service from Paddington to Brighton on July 2, 1906

July and Aug., 1549

extreme Western vig-
skirts of . London,
and, between Hen-
don and Weking, the
through ceaches
travelled wig South
Acton, Richmon],
Staines, and Chert-
sey. A connection
between the
LSWDR. and the
Great Northern Rail-
way was provided
'b}r a thmugh triun
between Kings Cross
and Bournemouth
and Weymouth, vig
the Widened Lines,
Holborn Viaduct,
Brixton, and Clap-
ham Junction
The G.W.R. and
the S E.C.R. already
had established a
through train be-
tween Birkenhead
and the Kent Coast,
via Reading and
Redhill, and a second
service between
Birkenhead and
Dover, vig the West
London Railwavy,
and Herne Hill, was
inaugurated in July,
1906, The south-
bound coaches were
detached at Southall
from the up express
due at Paddington
at 215 pm., and
worked forward fto
Addison Read, to
join the through
coaches from the
LNWR In the
.ta -Ililmh.-ml
E;m ran from Addi-
son Road, to Pad-
dington, via the spur
to the Hammersmith
& City RailwaY,
north of Uxbridge

reached Herne Hill via Kentish Town,
the Widened Lines of the Metropolitan
Railway, and Helborn Viaduct (Low
Level). On the other hand, the most
direct route between the Midland Railway
and the LS W.R. passed through the

Road Station, and were attached to the
2,15 p.m. express to Birmingham and
Birkenhead.

Stimulated by the success of the
“ Sunny South Special,” and the develop-
ments of 1905 (in which it had played »¢
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part), the LB.5.C.R, sought te improve
its eonnections with the railways north
of the Thames, Through services to the
north via Kings Cross or Kentish Tewn
were 1mpossible, as the company had
nw comnection with the Widened Lines
of the Metropolitan Railway, but the
Viest London Railway, and the spur at
l1xbridge Road, afforded a route between
(tapham Junction and the G.W.R.
Megotiations with the GW.R, were
apened early in 1906, and it was agreed
that the L.B.S.C.R. should provide
lscamotives and rolling stock for a
thrgpugh train between Paddington and
MWrighton, This arrangement was note-
worthy in that it provided the first
instanee of " foreign "' working in and
cut of Paddington. The G.W.R., pro-
vided the coaches for the Birkemhead-
|4ever service, and worked them between
“puthall and Addison Read, and Addisen
Head and Paddington.

The new service was inaugurated on
Monday, July 2, 1906, The up train
warted from Brighton at 11.30 am.,
and ‘was allowed 1 hr. 40 min. for the
jeurmey of 54} miles to Paddington,
witll stops at East Croydon, Clapham
Junetion, and Addison Read., The train
returned from Paddington at 3.40 p.m.,
Made the same intermediate stops, and
reached Brighton at 5.17 p.m. Although
the time allowed between Brighton and
(dapham Junction did not com
unfavourably with other schedules then
i foree on the main line to Brighton
lincluding that of the  Sunny South
spoeial '), the working times for the
tomainder of the journey were decidedly
fvnerpus, and the up train was allowed
I rqln (and the down train 10 min,)
between Addison Road and Paddington,
a distance of less than 3} miles.

From Westbourne Park, the up train
Iollewed the Hammersmith & City line
through the subway under the G.W.R.
(which had to be lowered for the assage
9f the L.BS.C.R. locomotives), and
Joined the GOW.R. up relief line by a
cregseover on the Paddington side of Royal
Oak Station. This crossover was taken
Ot abeat 1912, but the timbers were
not removed until some 15 years later,
The down train did not run through the
Subway, but used a line known as the
Urystal  Palace Loop,” on the south
tide of the G.W.R. main line, This
loap, which still exists, joins the down
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Hammersmith & City line on the Londen
side of Westbourne -Park Station, The
origin of its peculiar name appears to
have been forgotten completely,

The normal formation of the through
trains wgs five non-cerridor coaches of
the (them) latest type, and seats were
provided for 307 passengers (42 first-
class, 140 second-class, and 125 third-
class). In view of the steady decline
i second-class bookings on the G.W.R.
for some vears before 1908, it is difficult
to appreciate the need for such a high pro-
portion of second-class accommodation
on trains intended primarily for pas-
sengers holding through tickets.

Although the service was advertised
widely, and press reports indicated that,
for the farst few weeks, at any rate, it
was well patronised, its popularity scom
declined. The trains were centinued
during the winter, but it was obvious
that they were being run at a loss. They
were withdrawn in July, 1907, and never
reinstated. The failure of the experiment
was in sharp contrast to the continued
success of the ' Sunny South Special,”
and afforded abundant proof that the
facility of through coeaches to the final
destination 15 appreciated by the holiday
traveller more than the elimination of
the journev acress London by road or
underground railway. Moreover, in the
case of the through service between
Paddington and Brighton, the connec-
tions to and frem the G.W.R. were not

icularly well arranged.

The fate of the services which pre-
ceded, and inspired, the through train
between Paddingten and Brighton re-
mains te be recorded. The through
coaches between the Midland Railway
and the LS W.K., and those between the
GW.R. and the S.E.CR. wa Heme
Hill, were withdrawn in the autumn of
1908, but the L. N.W.R.-L.5.W.R. service,
and the through train between Kings
Cross and Bournemonth, ran until October,
1910. The other through services via
Herne Hill, and the * Sunny Seouth
Special,” survived until after the out-
break of the first world war. The
services to and from the S E.C.R. were
never restored, but the " Sunny South
Special," and the through train from
Birkenhead to the Kent Coast, via
Reading and Redhill (which alse had
been suspended during the war years) were
reinstated in 1921 and 1922 respectively.



